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Oceangate Inc

1205CraftsmanWay, Suite112

Everett, WA 98201

Dear Stockton,

This letterissent on behalfofour industrymemberswho have collectivelyexpressedunanimous

concern regardingthe developmentof TITAN and the plannedTitanic Expedition. Our apprehensionis

that the current experimental approachadoptedby Oceangatecould result in negativeoutcomes

(from minorto catastrophic) that would have seriousconsequencesfor everyone inthe industry.

The MUV industry has earned itself an enviable safety track record over the past 40 years . This is partly
due to the diligent engineering discipline and professional approach exercised by members of the

industry , but also due to the collective observation of (and adherence to) a variety of safety standards .

This reputation is solid because it was hard won over many years of diligence application and has

resulted in a safe and successful record of operation .Our members are allaware of how important and

precious this standing is and deeply concerned that a single negative event could undo this.
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Your marketingmaterial advertisesthat the TITAN design will meetor exceedthe DNV-GL safety

standards, yet it does not appearthatOceangate has the intention of followingDNV-GL class rules.Your

representationis, at minimum, misleadingto the public and breaches an industry-wide professional

codeofconduct we all endeavorto uphold.

Sincerelyyours,

We do allagree that a performance -based testing program for design verification is a recognized and

valid approach to new technologies . However, we recommend that at a minimum you institute a

prototype testing program that is reviewed and witnessed by DNV-GL (or ABS).While this may demand

additional time and expense, it is our unanimous view that this validation process by a third-party is a

critical component in the safeguards that protect all submersible occupants .

Togetherwe areallbeneficiariesofthe excellentsafety recordof MUVoperationsovertheyears; but

each oneof us is also a stewardwith a responsibilityto sustain this achievement. We would begrateful

ifyou could confirmthat Oceangatecan see the future benefitof its investmentin adheringto our

industryacceptedsafetyguidelinesand protocolsfor ultimatesuccessandthatofthe MUVcommunity.
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