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Know the risks before you enter the alpine

Crime

pers Tip

Valemount RCMP are
investigating a number
of thefts from vehicles
which occurred at the
local snowmobiling ar-
eas over the weekend of
Decemer 12, 2008. Vale-
mount RCMP are asking
anyone with information
about these thefts to call
the Valemount RCMP at
250-566-4466 or Crime
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
TIPS (8477).

Valemount RCMP are
also asking people to take
measures to minimize the
risk of having their vehi-
cle broken into. Measures
that can be taken include
using an alarm, immobi-
lizer, steering wheel lock,
and other anti-theft de-
vices. Valemount RCMP
are also strongly reccom-
mending that people take
all their valuables out of
their vehicles, especially
wallets and cash.

Stop-

Grooming Report
Allan and Clemina Creek -
Groomed on Wed, Fri, Sat
and Sun Evenings
Chappell Creek -
Groomed on Thursday
Evenings

The Robson Valley has
had continued snowfall
this week and it's expect-
ed to keep coming. Rid-
ers should look forward
to exceptionally deep
powder riding this week-
end. Thanks to the new
snowfall VA.R.D.A. is now
on their normal groom-
ing schedule and will be
working on the Chappell
Creek trail this Thursday:.

ROSETTA MITCHELL
Contributor

Now that winter
is here, snowmobil-
ers are back the hills
with fresh powder
and surroundings like
nowhere else in the
world. With the Spar-
wood tragedystill fresh
in everyone’s minds
it makes one wonder
what Valemount and
VARDA are doing to
encourage safety up
in our alpine.

Each year VARDA
ensures that riders are
safe out in the back-
country. The Cana-
dian Avalanche Safety
Bulletin is posted in

the parking lots of the
Snowmobiling trails,
which informs snow-
mobilers of the dan-
ger scale of avalanch-
es in our area. Staff
from VARDA is also
present in the parking
lot to tell sledders the
current  conditions,
as well as out on the
mountains.

With the ava-
lanche in Sparwood
taking the lives of so
many, snowmobilers
are newly awakened
to the realities of the
mountains and the
danger they could be
faced with each day
they ride. “Riders are
definitely being more
careful and cautious,”

said Curtis Pawliuk,
GM of VARDA.

Some tips for prac-
ticing safe riding out
in the mountains is to
know the area and go
sledding with experi-
enced riders. Check-
ing websites such as
abcsnow.ca or the lo-
cal VARDA website are
efficient and informa-
tive. “An important
tip to go by is ‘Know
before You Go’,” said
Pawliuk. “Know the
area, know the weath-
er, monitor the snow-
fall, and check the
websites.”

Although there
have been recent ava-
lanches throughout
the province, some

ending in death, it
cannot be all to blame
for lower numbers
of riders in town this
year. “With the lack of
snow and the late start
to the season, we can-
not associate the re-
cent avalanches with
the lower amount of
snowmobilers out in
the alpine,” said Paw-
liuk.

Avalanches are a
real danger out in the
alpine, but as with
every sport, there is
always risk, and snow
falling at high speeds
down a mountain is
justone ofthem for the
snowmobilers out in
our area. If something
like the catastrophe in

Sparwood ever hap-
pened in Valemount,
being such a small
town there is a huge
chance that someone
in the accident could
be a close friend, or
family member. But
with  organizations
like VARDA taking ac-
tion each year to help
snowmobilers under-
stand the dangers in
our area and the cur-
rent conditions, every-
one can be a little bit
safer when they ride.
At the end of the day,
it is the responsibility
of the rider to ensure
his or her safety, so
please take care be-
fore you head out into
the backcountry.

Charges to be laid in abandoned horse case

BIRGIT STUTZ
Contributor

The B.C. Society for
Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals is expecting
to forward charges to
Crown Council by the
end of thisweek in con-
nection with two aban-
doned, starved horses
that were discovered in
the backcountry near
McBride a month ago.
The horses belong to
Edmonton-based law-
yer Frank MacKay. “The
elements of an offence
have been met and it
is our full intention to
present charges to the
Crown,” said Shawn
Eccles, chief animal
protection officer with
the B.C. SPCA,

The SPCA is look-
ing at both charges un-
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der the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals Act
and criminal charges.
“The advantage of do-
ing it under the Cruelty
to Animals Act is we
just have to prove the
offence, not that there
was any wilful intent to
abandon on the part of
anybody,” said Eccles.
The downside is,
the Cruelty to Animals
Act is a provincial stat-
ue, and therefore any
penalties or prohibi-
tions from owning ani-
mals would only take
effect in British Co-
lumbia, whereas un-
der the Criminal Code,
penalties and prohibi-
tions are Canada-wide.
The problem with the
Criminal Code though
is to prove that the of-
fence was done with

wilful intent. The two
criminal code charges
the SPCA is looking at
are abandonment and
causing or permitting
an animal to suffer un-
necessary pain or in-

jury.
The SPCA will also
forward recommen-

dations to the Crown
with regards to Mac-
Kay owning animals. It
is, however, up to the
SPCA to decide wheth-
er MacKay is going to
get Sundance and Belle,
the two pack horses he
left behind near Mount
Renshaw, back or not.
The SPCA had pre-
viously mailed a notice
of disposition to Mac-
Kay, and Eccles said
MacKay has indicated
that he is disputing the
disposition. But just
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because MacKay chal-
lenges the SPCA’s sei-
zure, that doesn’t mean
he gets the horses back,
said Eccles, adding that
MacKay now has to
prove to the SPCA why
the animals should be
returned to him and ex-
plain how the animals
got into the condition
they are in. “We have
to be satisfied that the
animals are properly
cared for if given back,”
said Eccles.

MacKay is also li-
able to the SPCA for all
costsincurred since the
horses were rescued.

Eccles wants to as-
sure the public that the
SPCA is going to make
the right decision
based on the evidence
that is presented to
them. “We fully intend
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to do the right thing,
and that may not be
the right thing as the
owner is concerned,”
he said. “We have a re-
sponsibility to the ani-
mals we own and care
for. Leaving them in the
backcountry and hop-
ing they would come
out on their own is not
acceptable. The indi-
vidual doesn't seem
to have respect for the
law.”

Being a high profile
case, Eccles said he is
“fairly optimistic that
the right thing is go-
ing to be done in this
thing.”

“The act of aban-
donment is an abhor-
rent act. The individual
should be prosecuted
to the fullest extent of
the law.”
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