
Honourable Shannon Phillips, 
Minister of Environment and Parks 
208 Legislature Building 
10800 - 97 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB 

Subject: Castle PLUZ Special Management Area 

January 26, 2016 

Dear Honorable Minister, 

I believe that co-existence, not exclusion creates a diverse & economically prosperous Alberta. The Castle 
PLUZ has always been open to "We are campers, we are hikers, we are mountain bikers and we are much 
more.” as stated by Mrs. Notley in the public announcement. 

However, the exclusion of OHV, (especially if based only on environmental lobby group pressure) – 
questions this governments ability to make sound economic decisions that benefit this province. 

I expect my government to make balanced decisions, removing emotion & ideology from fact, and create 
outcomes that provide balance for both economic prosperity & environmental sustainability for this 
province. 

You stated “scientific research convinced the government that the Castle wasn't the place for motorized 
recreation.” So aside from environmental scientific research provided by lobby groups, what Economic 
Impact studies were utilized or reviewed to conclude an overall benefit from excluding OHV access? Why 
did it have to be complete exclusion, when trails & bridges that exist or could be expanded upon to 
provide access to enjoy both motorized and non motorized activity providing economic growth? 

Mrs. Notley also stated that "And the parks themselves will act as a source of economic diversification, 
bringing in more tourists, and creating more jobs,". I have not seen an economic impact study anywhere 
that will prove this statement true.  Excluding OHV from Castle will actually have an adverse economic 
impact, which could have been avoided by promoting co-existence vs exclusion.  

Since it appears that this decision was made to appease environmental lobbyists, I have reached out to 
various creditable organizations to provide some insight on the Economic Impact from OHV activities. 

As noted in the charts following, OHV ATV’s & Side by Sides (not including off-road motorcycles), 
generated $8.8 Billion dollars to our Canadian economy in 2015, with Alberta representing 23% ($2.01B) 
of the total.  



Using our neighboring US historical information, it’s reported that 57% of the population enjoy outdoor 
activities. Of that 57%, 51.9% enjoy non-motorized activities, and 26.8% enjoy motorized activities. 
Showing that 21% enjoyed BOTH motorized and non-motorized activities. 
 
Economic Impact Study of these activities show the substantial economic revenue of motorized compared 
to non-motorized to the economy. As noted, expenditures for motorized activities are 47.5B compared to 
14B for non motorized. The report also shows that OHV trip related expenditures ($104B), are 192% more 
than non motorized trail based activities ($54B). Therefore, by excluding OHV, the government would 
have to increase the amount of existing and already permitted non-motorized activities in Castle by 339%, 
and those people would have to spend 192% more than statically just to break even from excluding OHV 
trips & activities in the Castle region.  
 

 
 
Excluding OHV from Castle will have an adverse economic impact, which could be avoided by promoting 
co-existence vs exclusion. Prosperity and sustainability, is replaced with divisiveness and polarization by 
promoting an US vs THEM mentality.  
 
Decisions like this, made without respect to economics, optically suggest that this government only listens 
and is influenced by lobbiest groups and those with like minded ideologies – at the expense of prosperity 
and sustainability for all Albertans. 
 
Honorable Minister, I would respectfully request that you work with the input of OHV associations, to 
create a Castle park that promotes inclusion, prosperity and environmental sustainability for ALL 
Albertans by including access for OHV to the area. 
 
Respectfully, 
Garett Schmidt 




